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THE NEW EUROPE 
 
 
Syllabus 
 

1. The Reason for the European Union: History and Development I  
2. The Reason for the European Union: History and Development II  
3. Explaining European Integration: Theories and Concepts 
4. EU Institutions and Actors I: Internal Policies 
5. EU Institutions and Actors II: External Relations  
6. The EU in the world I: the EU’s relations with the US and the UN 
7. The EU in the world II: development and humanitarian aid  
8. The EU Today I. Disintegration and Fragmentation: Migration, Brexit, Nationalisms  
9. The EU Today II. Reshaping the EU: COVID-19, Climate Change 
10. The EU Today III. Rebirth of the EU? A new Europe after the Russian invasion of 

Ukraine? 
 
 
This course traces the evolution of the politics and international relations of Europe in the post-
Cold War world. It seeks to address whether there is one Europe or many by focusing on the 
issues of European politics and Europe’s role internationally. It traces the emergence of the 
European Union (EU), its institutions, and how we think about them. The role of the EU is a 
vital one, and the course highlights the particular nature of the role that it plays at the domestic 
and international levels in the evolution of contemporary Europe. The course assesses the 
impact of Europe’s external relations on its international standing and the possibility of creating 
a single ‘European voice’ in contexts such as the United Nations (UN), in its relationship with 
the USA and in light of development and humanitarian aid. Lastly, the course outlines and 
evaluates current crises in Europe, including migration, Brexit, COVID-19, climate change and 
the current Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
 
 
Course Structure 
This course will consist of lectures, seminar discussions based on reading, tests and written 
papers. There will be regular reading assignments for every class, chosen from the 
recommended books and/or readings handed out in class. Students are expected to have done 



all the indicated readings before class. In addition, students may be expected to do short class 
presentations based on the assigned readings as indicated by the teacher. 
 
Basic Readings 
 
Desmond Dinan, Ever Closer Union? An Introduction to European Integration. 
Olivier Costa and Nathalie Brack, How the EU really works 
 
Other readings will be announced and distributed on a weekly basis. 
 
Assessments (dates to be confirmed). 
 
Mid-Term Paper Topic: Answer one of the following: 
 

1. Describe and discuss the origins of European Integration and its main stages after World 
War II. 

2. Which theory best explains European integration and why? 
3. Compare and contrast the main institutions of the European Union to those of a 

sovereign state. 
 

Length: 2,000 words, not including footnotes/references and bibliography. Feel free to use 
material other than that listed on the syllabus or recommended in class. 
 
Final Paper Topic: Answer one of the following: 

 
1. Member States control EU internal and external policies. Discuss. 
2. In what ways is the EU a coherent international actor?  
3. Discuss the relationship between values and interests in EU foreign policy. 
4. “Ever closer Union”? Discuss in relation to migration, Brexit, COVID-19, climate 

change or the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
 
 
Length: 2,500 words, not including footnotes/references and bibliography. Feel free to use 
material other than that listed on the syllabus or recommended in class. 
 
During the term there will be regular short-answer tests and quizzes based on material covered 
in previous classes and in the assigned readings. 
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